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Schuylkill Haven Area School District Continues to Model Generosity… 
Giving Back:  In a summer that will likely be remembered as one of the wettest on record, our school district has once again 
stepped up to help others. It began as just another rainy summer day, when we received a call from Red Cross to set up shelter in 
our High School gymnasium to house several residents who had been evacuated from their homes due to flood waters.  It was    
incredible to see everyone on our summer staff step up to help. Temporary beds were assembled and food was prepared in our   
cafeteria. Fortunately, the water subsided within a few hours and residents returned home safely, but we would be remised if we  
didn’t thank our local fire, police, and emergency responders who always answer the call to assist members of our community!  We 
are proud to work together to help others in need. 

Safety Leads to Learning:  The 2018/19 school year began with a focus on safety and the administration worked together with staff 
members and the local Police Dept. to review drills and procedures to practice with students during the first week of school. We   
actually devoted an entire school day to safety training, calling it our first ever district-wide “Safety Day.”  Students and staff reviewed 
numerous safety scenarios ranging from weather emergency drills to active intruder simulations.  These types of practices are on-
going at all three levels and conversations continue behind the scenes to tweak what we do every day. 

We All Learn Differently: Our student population remains around 1200 and we continue to maintain effectual class size at all 
levels, but not all kids learn the same way or at the same pace.  We view our students as learners and our instructors are gradually 
becoming learning facilitators, seeking innovative ways to deliver instruction that is personalized for our changing learners.  We    
recently opened the doors to Cane Academy, where students can learn on-line and take face to face classes within our high school 
walls, overseen by an in-house certified instructor. We also hired a coordinator to oversee our SHALE program, (Schuylkill Haven 
Alternative Learning Environment) which provides an alternative education for students who aren’t quite ready to transition back into 
the regular education setting.  We have an obligation to provide the best possible education to every student, without exception! 

Never Stop Improving: Lowes uses this slogan as their tag line, but it really serves a school district well.  We are always 
making improvements to programs, our curriculum, and our facilities.  Multiple safe entrance projects were completed this year,    
additional cameras were added throughout the campus, the entire Middle School gymnasium floor was refurbished to look brand 
new, and we recently upgraded our entire phone system to better serve our constituents and increase safety.  We are beginning to 
sell marketing opportunities to area businesses to offset improvement costs in our sports fields and arenas so that less of that burden 
falls on tax payers.  You may start to see signs around our sports complexes in the near future, but more importantly you will see on-
going improvements to these same spaces in the coming years. 

Thanks for All That You Do:  A simple ‘thank you’ can be just what the doctor ordered to brighten someone’s mood.  I  try to 
end every communication with students and staff with the words “thanks for all that you do.”   Schuylkill Haven Area School District is 
proud to be a part of the community that we serve.  As parents, relatives, neighbors and community members, you have the power to 
make every experience with your school district a valuable one.  We cherish our partnership with you, so thank you for all that you do 
to support the on-going efforts of The Schuylkill Haven Area School District! 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Shawn T. Fitzpatrick 

Superintendent of Schools 
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Schuylkill Haven Area School District 2018-2019 
                                                                       District information 
 
Total enrollment (October 1)   1194       Percent of Low-Income      43.05% 
Number of Schools                           3       Limited English Proficient Enrollment <1% 
Special Education Enrollment       23.45%      Graduation Rate (Class of 2018)   95.33% 
Gifted enrollment                  2.34%    

Staffing Information 
 

                       Full Time        Part Time                    Full Time        Part Time 
Administrative   8    0        Health Technicians   0                3 
Classroom Teachers  92    0                                               Technology     2                0   
Counselors         4               0                                               Monitor/Truancy Officer 1                0 
Librarians         3               0                                               Nurse       1                0  
Other Services   6               2 

                          Welcome Our New Staff! 

Bridget Freiler is the new English teacher at the High 

School. She graduated from Pottsville Area High School in 

2004 and from Lebanon Valley College in 2007 with a   

Bachelor’s in English and a concentration in Secondary   

Education. Before joining the “Haven Family,” she taught and 

advised the publications at Pottsville Area High School for 10 

years. She is already loving her job at Haven, and is very 

excited to be here! In her free time, she loves to spend time 

with her family, walk her dog, or read a good book.  

 

 

Michele Rhody is the new high school math teacher. She graduated from Blue Mountain High School in 1988. Michele      

graduated from Penn State University in 1992 with a B.S. in Materials Science and Engineering. She spent 10 years working as a   

Metallurgical Engineer for a Materials Testing Laboratory in the Pittsburgh area. Michele returned to Schuylkill County and pursued her 

Teaching Certification at Alvernia University. She has been a math teacher at Nativity BVM High School and Pottsville Area High 

School. She comes to the Haven Family with 13 years of teaching experience and is excited to continue her teaching career here.  

Kyler Burke is a new Social Studies teacher at Schuylkill Haven Area High School. He graduated from Pine Grove in 2012. 

Kyler graduated from Lebanon Valley College in 2017 with a Bachelor’s in History and certification in Social Studies. Before joining 

Haven, Kyler was a long-term substitute at ELCO High School in Myerstown. He currently coaches basketball at Pine Grove Area High 

School as the head JV and varsity assistant. Kyler enjoys sports, playing card games, and being around his family.  

Sam Julian is the new high school autistic support teacher. He graduated from Blue Mountain High School in 2003. Sam  

graduated from Kutztown University in 2007 with a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary and Special Education. He is currently working on 

his Master’s degree through Alvernia University in Special Education. Sam worked for 10 years at Blue Mountain School District as a 

learning support teacher and then a life skills teacher/transition coordinator. He is currently an assistant wrestling coach at Pottsville 

High School, the Vice-President of Pennsylvania Amateur Wrestling Federation, and an Olympic level wrestling official. Sam is proud to 

have worked the 2016 Rio Olympics and aspires to do more! He is thrilled to be working for Schuylkill Haven School District. In his free 

time he enjoys being with friends and family.  

Ed Andrescavage is the new Schuylkill Haven Alternative Learning Environment (SHALE) Coordinator. In 1996 he graduated from 

Minersville Area High School with honors. He enlisted in the navy after high school serving two combat tours as a reactor operator on the   

carrier USS Theodore Roosevelt (CVN-71) including a deployment immediately after the 9/11/01 terrorist attacks. Following his honorable  

discharge, he worked in the steel industry as an electronics technician for over a decade prior to enrolling at Kutztown University. He graduat-

ed from KU with honors in 2016 receiving a BS in Secondary Education with a concentration in Physics and Mathematics. He previously taught 

Geometry as a long-term substitute at Minersville (2016-2017) and Schuylkill Haven (2017-2018). Outside of school he enjoys spending time 

with his daughter (Grace), coaching the 7th and 8th grade boys’ basketball team, and following Hurricane athletics. 

   Pictured left to right… Bridget Freiler, Michele Rhody, Kyler Burke,                   
Sam Julian, and Ed Andrescavage 
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                     Welcome Our New Staff! 

Christian Newton is from Pottsville PA and is currently finishing up his teaching certification program through       

Alvernia University.  He is an active member in PYSA, the CACL supervisory committee, and SYPO.  He coaches  
soccer at Pottsville for the boys soccer team and holds various coaching certificates and licenses.  In his spare time, 
he enjoys golfing, being around friends and family, and watching soccer. He is happy to be a part of the Haven family 
and is looking forward to working with the community for the foreseeable future.  

Joseph Delluso is a 2002 graduate of 
Mahanoy Area School District, a 2006 
graduate of Shippensburg University and 
a 2012 graduate of Alvernia. He taught 
secondary social studies at the Schuylkill 
Technology Center for nearly a decade. In 
2015 he was hired as Crestwood High 
School’s (Mountain Top, Luzerne County) 
assistant  Principal.  In 2017, he became 
building Principal at Rice Elementary, 
which is also in the Crestwood School 
District.  He is excited to be able to join 
such a proud district, as Elementary   
Principal, in a county that he has called 
his home for his entire life. He is a huge 
Philadelphia Eagles fan and enjoys 
spending time with his family, which     
includes his wife Nina, his four-year-old  
daughter Briella, and his boxer Layla. 

Mikki McGinty is the new school counselor at SHAHS. Mikki earned her Bachelor of Arts degree in Communication 

from La Salle University in 2001. She then worked in advertising and broadcasting before heading to Shippensburg 
University of Pennsylvania to complete her Master in Education degree with a specialization in secondary education 
counseling in 2006.  Mikki is also a Licensed Professional Counselor (LPC) in the state of Pennsylvania.  Before      
becoming a Haven Hurricane Mikki was a school counselor for the Pottsville Area School District for ten years.  She 
enjoys spending time with her family, running, and going to concerts. She is excited to be a part of the Haven Family! 

Amanda Seanor is the new Art teacher for Schuylkill Haven Middle School and High school. She bleeds black and 

gold as she is originally from Latrobe, PA which is where the Pittsburgh Steelers have Spring training every Summer. 
She graduated from Greater Latrobe High School and then ventured across state to Kutztown University of Pennsylva-
nia. Seanor graduated in 2015 with a Bachelor’s of Science in Education for Art Ed, certified K-12, a Bachelor’s of Fine 
Art in Fibers, and a minor in Art History. Seanor has worked in numerous settings like the Carnegie Museum of Art, 
The Mattress Factory Contemporary Art Museum, and the Textile Arts Center in Brooklyn. She had a long term       
substitute position at Blue Mountain High School, as well as Kutztown Middle School, and then a short term position at 
Haven last year in the position she has now.  In her free time she enjoys creating handwoven works of art in her studio, 
watching sports and movies, reading and spending time with her boyfriend and friends.  

Stacy M. Krupiewski is a new Autistic Support teacher at Schuylkill Haven Middle School. She graduated from    

Methacton High School in 2004. Stacy graduated from Bloomsburg University in December 2008 with a Bachelor’s in 
Special Education and Elementary Education. While attending Bloomsburg University, Stacy enjoyed playing for the 
Huskies Softball team. Before joining the “Haven Family” Stacy taught at Shenandoah Valley School District since    
January 2009. Stacy also coached at Shenandoah Valley for many of her years.  In her free time, she enjoys spending 
time with her family, sports and pursuing her new hobby of running.  

Brooke Felty is the Life Skills teacher at Schuylkill Haven Middle School. She graduated from Schuylkill Haven in 

2013.  In 2017 she graduated from Lebanon Valley College with a Bachelor’s Degree in Early Childhood Education, Pre
-K-4th grade, and Special Education, Pre-K-8th grade. Before joining the “Haven Family” she substitute taught at 
Schuylkill Haven and Blue Mountain School District. She had a long-term  substitute position for learning support in 
Kindergarten and 1st grade last school year at Schuylkill Haven.  In her free time, she enjoys spending time with her 
family and friends.  

   Pictured left to right… Joseph Delluso, Stacy Krupiewski, Amanda 
Seanor, Brooke Felty, Mikki McGinty, Christian Newton 
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Best Wishes to a Haven Legend! 

#1 Jet’s Fan and her Senior Groupies! 

Janie Ulsh is retiring after 36 in the teaching profession. Her future 
plans include spending more time with her husband of 43 years Roger, and 
her family; antiquing especially at Leesport and Renningers; following and 
maybe coaching the NY Jets; continuing with ballet lessons; traveling and 
reading; watching old movies and taking care of her chickens. As a 1972 
graduate of SHHS Janie is thrilled to be a part of the Haven family. "The 
teachers, students and staff are first class, not bush league". To her seniors- 
"These pretzels are making me thirsty. Giddy-Up". 

Student Council Fundraiser 
Canes Café Mugs 

Need a holiday gift? Student Council is selling 
ceramic travel mugs for the Canes Café. Mugs 
sell for $10 and proceeds go towards improving 
the Café by adding new recipes and machines, 
decorations, and more drink options! With the 
mug, you receive $.25 off of each purchase and 
a free drink once every two weeks! Please see 
Mrs. Gilley or a High School Student Council 
Member to purchase one today!  

Looking to Warm Up this Winter? 
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events 

 

The entire Schuylkill Haven Area School District community participates in community service and fund raising events throughout the 

school year.  Below is a sampling of their efforts and results.  The generosity of both students and staff is quite impressive. 

 

THE PULSERA PROJECT 

COLOR THE WORLD 

Back in September, Spanish Club raised over $3,000 
to help support local artists in Nicaragua and        
Guatemala through the Pulsera Project. The students 
sold over 630 unique, hand-woven Pulsera bracelets 
and sent the proceeds back to the artists that made 
them. Mrs. Gilley and her students employed 5 adults 
full-time and sent 13 students to school as a result of 
their hard work!  

Haven Youth — Caring for Caitlin! 

On October 27, the Schuylkill Haven Fall Youth Swim Team held the first annual Swim-a-Thon to 
benefit the Caitlin McGarry Scholarship Fund.  Together, with Haven Alumni swimmers and     

Varsity swimmers, they raised a total of $1494.50. 

A HUGE THANK YOU goes out to everyone who donated to the dress down day Friday, October 26th. 
Together in the district, a total of $581.00 was collected and it was combined with the Schuylkill Haven Fall 
Youth Swim Team donations of $1494.50 to total $2075.50 to benefit the Caitlin McGarry Scholarship 
Fund. The kiddos had a great time honoring Caitlin and  swimming some laps; as well as Varsity 
Swim and Alumni Swim Members. This truly shows the love of our Haven family! 
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MIDDLE SCHOOL MINI-THON KICK OFF 

Everybody’s Going Surfing! 

Surfing to fight pediatric cancer that is.  This year's SHAMS 
mini-THON will take place on Friday, March 1, 2019 from 
4:30 - 7:30 p.m. with a surfing theme. 

Only those who registered by December 17th of this year 
may participate.  We have already enjoyed several          
fundraising events such as a movie/treat day and Turkey 
Trivia as well as selling milkshakes and slushies.  We are 
looking forward to hot chocolate sales, our second annual 
quidditch tournament and of the course the mini-THON itself.  
Please support our students in helping to make a difference 

in the lives of a family dealing with pediatric cancer. 

In the past two years, the Schuylkill Haven Mini-Thon has raised 
$30,333.02 to help fight Pediatric Cancer. 

If you come into our school district on a Friday, you will see most faculty and staff wearing blue 

jeans.  “Denim Days” are held bi-weekly throughout our district.  We dress down for a good cause.  
So far this school year, our employees have raised well over $4300 in  denim day collections to 
benefit various charities and people needing a helping hand.  Here is a sample of some of the most 
recent recipients:  ALS, Alzheimer's Disease, Schuylkill Haven Borough Day, Schuylkill Haven Fire 
Departments, Trunk or Treat, Spartan Games, Schuylkill Haven Free Public Library, Caitlin 
McGarry Scholarship Fund, PBIS, Veterans, American Red Cross, Brain Issues Awareness, 
St. Jude’s Hospital, Schuylkill Women In Crisis, and Texting While Driving Awareness.  Our 

Haven Family also supports our own in times of need.   

Haven Cares! - Community Service Events 

STUDENT COUNCIL’S POWDER PUFF FOOTBALL GAME 

This year, the girls decided to donate half the proceeds of our annual Powder Puff game to the Schuylkill 
Haven Food Pantry. Through admissions & concessions, Student Council raised over $1500,   

donating $750 and several large boxes of canned goods to the local food pantry. Good job, girls! Who 

won this year? SENIORS!  
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The Biology Club participated in the annual Fall SKIP Highway Cleanup along Route 61.  It’s one of the many community    service 
projects in which the club participates.  Students accompanied by Kaye Schwenk, Biology Club Advisor:   

Front: Ryleigh Schultz, Courtney Lundervold, Valerie Bildheiser, Emily Sausser, Alexis Donati, Maya Bashore, Maria Swain 

Standing: Logan Richie, McKayla Gilbert, Julia Malinoski, Kassidy Krammes, Giselle Zdunowski, Hannah Gilbert, Katie Muth, Anasta-
sia Garvey, Brianna Whalen, Mackenzie Kramer, Morgan Phillips, Jonathan Zimmerman, Ty Murray, Abby Sausser 

Missing from Photo: Isabella Bernitsky 

Biology Club students participated in the  
Halloween Hustle 5 K Zombie Run along the 
Bartram Trail, Landingville, sponsored by 
Schuylkill County’s Vision, as part of their 
community service involvement. 

Astin Daniel placed 1st, followed by Bryce Sisko, 
in their age division.  Nadia Zimmerman placed 
2nd in her age division.  Angie Tucci and Delaney 
George won the best team prize for their ginger-
bread costumes. 

Pictured Front l-r:  Aubrey Lynch, Ashley Clark, Melissa Ellis, Eve Hasenauer, Calysta Koppenhaver.  2nd Row l-r: Bryce Lesher, Na-
dia Zimmerman, Bryce Sisko, Collin Felty, Delaney George, Angela Tucci, Avaree Hess, Elizabeth Sterner, Mya Smith, Rachel Baush-
er, Taylor Kalyan.  3rd Row l-r:  Corbin Ney, James Munster, Astin Daniel.  Runner missing from photo: Kyla Umbenhaur. 

 

Haven Cares! - Community Service Events 
More Community Effort! 

Anatomy and Physiology Honors, AP Environmental, and AP Biology students of Kaye Schwenk, Sarah Jones, 
and Melinda Diehl participated in the Smithsonian National Museum of Natural History Exhibit, “Outbreak: Epi-
demics in a Connected World,” at Penn State Schuylkill in October.  The exhibit, exploring the origins of zoono-

tic disease and humans’ role in spreading animal-borne viruses, will be touring nationwide for a three-year period. 

Participating:  Cheyanne Johnson, Isa-
bella Bernitsky, Mackenzie Werez, 
Kayleigh Umphrey, Abagail Mills, 
Giselle Zdunowski, Anastasi Garvey, 
Kathryn Muth, Stephanie Zolynski, 
Bryce Sisko, William Minnig, Damyan 
Miller, Austin Homa, Ty Welsh, Camer-
on Price, Logan Richie, Adam Bailey, 
Kassidy Krammes, Jacob Luckenbill, 
Dianna Kozak, Jacob Pothering ,Kyle 
Schaeffer, Max Mueller, Tyler Hughes, 
Caleb Hudson. 
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events 

At the end of last school year,  the High School Biology Club held its annual one-week Penny War for our two local 
SPCA’s, as one its community service projects, pitting high school homerooms against homerooms, raising $1750 for the 
worthy cause.  Mrs. Katie Frank’s homeroom was the winning homeroom in the event.  Biology Club officers, accompa-
nied by Mrs. Kaye Schwenk, Biology Club Advisor, visited both the Hillside SPCA and the Ruth Steinert Memorial SPCA 
to present each organization with an $875 check. 

  Making the $875 donation presentation 
to Barb Umlauf, Hillside SPCA manager, 
3

rd
 from left with Hillside SPCA resident 

“Pat” who was awaiting adoption, are 
Biology Club Officers, left to right, Heidi 
O’Boyle, Kali Muthersbaugh, Madelyn 
Garvey, Trinity George, and Hanley   
Higgins.  Officers unable to attend the 
presentation include Lily Stoyer, Tava 
Horning, and Hannah Palladino. 

Receiving the $875 donation at the Ruth 
Steinert Memorial SPCA are Alix Wenrich, 
1

st
 on the left, Chanel Shoop, kneeling with 

RSM SPCA resident “Ginger” who was 
awaiting adoption, and Noelle Seifert, on the 
far right.  Also pictured are Biology Club   
Officers Hanley Higgins, 2

nd
 from left, Trinity 

George,   Madelyn Garvey, and Heidi 
O’Boyle, and kneeling in the front, Kali 
Muthersbaugh.    Officers who were unable 
to attend the presentation included Lily    
Stoyer, Tava Horning, and Hannah          
Palladino. 
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Haven Cares! - Community Service Events 

For one week in December, the Schuylkill Haven Elementary students were 

waging a fight…  a food fight against all the Blue Mountain Elementary 

schools.  The students and staff collected non-perishable food items to   

donate to the Local Food Pantries.  

The winner of the 2018 Food Fight Challenge is… 

                                 Blue Mountain Elementary Cressona & West!  

Total items collected by each school:  

Blue Mountain Elementary East: 3,226  

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center: 4,006   

Blue Mountain Elementary Cressona & West: 5,001 

. 

Fourth grade completed a service project for 
our community service standards.  Each fourth 
grader collected colorful leaves and glued them 
to construction paper.  Then they decorated 
their paper and wrote Thanksgiving messag-
es.  We pressed them together with wax paper 
and an iron to make Thanksgiving placements.  
The placemats were delivered to a local nurs-
ing home for the residents’ Thanksgiving din-
ners.  The kids had a lot of fun making these 
placemats! 

The participating elementary schools collected 12,233 

items!  That is awesome!  We helped our community by 

providing food for those in need. Thank you so much for 

your generous support of our area food pantries! 
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  Let us Entertain You... 

“These Violent Delights, Have Violent Ends” 

Come together and witness the greatest love story ever told.  

Schuylkill Haven Area High School Drama Club proudly presents: 

William Shakespeare’s  

“The Tragedy of Romeo and Juliet” 

Show times are January 18 & 19 at 7:00 p.m.  

and January 20, 2019 at 3:00 p.m. 

Zwerling Auditorium 

Tickets are $5.00.   

Teachers and Veterans are FREE! 

 

In addition to our school shows, we will also be taking part in the 

High School Shakespeare Festival being presented by Majestic 

Theatre in Pottsville on January 12th.  Tickets are $10 and all pro-

ceeds benefit Schuylkill Free Shakespeare and Majestic Theatre. 

This year the high school musical, West Side Story, will be presented on April 12
th
 and 13

th
 at 

7:00 p.m. and April 14
th
 at 3:00 p.m. in the Zwerling Auditorium. Shakespeare's Romeo and  

Juliet is transported to modern-day New York City as two young, idealistic lovers find         
themselves caught between warring street gangs, the "American" Jets and the Puerto Rican 
Sharks. Their struggle to survive in a world of hate, violence and prejudice is one of the most 

innovative, heart-wrenching and relevant musical dramas of our time. 

 

From the first notes to the final breath, West Side Story is one of the most memorable musicals 
and greatest love stories of all time. The score by Leonard Bernstein and lyrics by Stephen 
Sondheim, includes such great songs as “America”, “One Hand, One Heart”, “Maria”, and 

“Somewhere” to name just a few, are widely regarded as among the best ever written. Please 
plan to join us for this amazing show that is sure to give you a few laughs, have you tapping 

your toes to the rhythms, and may move you to shed a few tears. 
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Hurricane Sports 

2018-2019 

Winter Sports Passes 

Adult $35 

Student $15 

Sr. Citizen (62+) 

Free with Gold Pass 

Available Monday – Friday 

11 am to 2 pm 

High School Office 

Need more information?  

Contact the HS office  

at 385-6717. 

Casting Call… 

The Schuylkill Haven   
Area Middle School   

Drama director is searching for     
talented middle school actors and 
actresses for the upcoming middle 

school musical.   

Auditions will be held after the    
holiday break.  Interested students 
should see Mrs. Cappella for more 

information! 

Performance dates TBA 

Little Hurricanes  

The Elementary Center’s Little 
Hurricanes were recently seen 
and heard singing at Schuylkill 

Haven’s tree lighting.  The group 
sang five songs for the crowd 
gathered to start the holiday 

season.  The Little Hurricanes 
also sang the National Anthem 

in October at the Schuylkill    
Haven Area High School’s 
Homecoming Game.  They    

traveled to Reading in December 
to perform the National Anthem 

at a Reading Royals Hockey 
Game. The Little Hurricanes is a 
small ensemble singing group      
available to students in third 

and fourth grade in the            
elementary center.  This is an 

extra-curricular group that      
rehearses after school hours.   

 

 

Schuylkill Haven Elementary Center is a           
participant in the Box Tops for Education          

program.  The Life Skills class holds Box Top    
collection drives three times per year.  The        

students count and organize all of the Box Tops 
that they bring to school.  Special prizes are given 

to the grade level homerooms who collect the 
most Box Tops.  Each little Box Top is worth 10 

cents -  it adds up quickly!  SHEC earned 
$3,172.20 during the 2017-2018 school year - that 

is 31,722 Box Tops!  This fall during the first     
collection SHEC earned $997.60.  All of the   
earnings from the Box Tops for Education        

program are put toward the school's Haven HERO 
PBIS program.  The PBIS program benefits every 
student at the elementary center.  If you  have Box 

Tops you would like to donate to the EC, please 
send them in with your elementary age child, or 

drop them off in the elementary office.  
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As a school-wide “Welcome Back 
to School” celebration   every stu-

dent and staff member at 
Schuylkill Haven Elementary Cen-
ter painted a kindness rock.  The 
students painted their rocks dur-
ing art class and the rocks are 

now displayed in front of the ele-
mentary center.  They are a color-

ful addition to the front en-
trance.  At the end of the school 

year every student will take a 
kindness rock home with them for 
the summer.  Thank you to Pine 
Creek Hardscape Company for 

donating the rocks. 

 

The Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center had their 
PBIS kick-off celebration on Friday, 
September 28, with the help of the 
High School cheerleaders and band, 
the Elementary Center’s mascot, 
Captain Cane and Elementary School 
principal, Joseph Delluso. The pro-
gram promotes positive decision   
making and behaviors. The Elemen-
tary Center’s behavior theme is     
HERO. Teachers and staff encourage 
students to be helpful give their best 
effort, be respectful and stay on-task.  

Front Row: Benjamin Gruber, Alivia     
Wolfgang, Charlotte Jenkins, Charlee  

Ferguson, Kassidy Fryer, Addyson Foose 

Back Row: Abigail Schrader, Eli Rugh, 

Deion Roberts  

  

43 elementary “HERO Club” students were recognized   
prior to the varsity football game on October 28.  HERO 

CLUB students have been recognized for exhibiting       
positive behaviors that go above and beyond our HERO 
expectations. During the first eight weeks of school these 
students have shown what it means to be helpful, they’ve 
given their best effort, they are respectful, and are always 
on-task.   We will continue to recognize new HERO Club 
members throughout the year as students consistently    

exhibit these positive behaviors. 

  

 
   Photograph courtesy of a.farr photography   afarrphotography.com 
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POSTCARD EXHANGE… 
Mrs. LaScala’s second grade class is beaming with excitement over a postcard from students in 
New Jersey.  The class is participating in a 50 state postcard exchange.  Pennsylvania themed 
postcards were obtained from State Representative Mike Tobash.  The class then decided on 9   
local landmarks to highlight on the front.  Next they worked together to create a letter detailing why 
our state is so amazing for the back.  Finally, they addressed the cards and sent them to classes in 
other states.  They received their first return postcard from New Jersey.  The students are keeping 
track of the states they get replies from by putting stickers on those states on a map of our       
country.  What a fun way to learn about letter writing and geography! 

 

Elementary Center Enjoys Magic Show 

On Wednesday, November 21
st
 Magician Joe Holiday enter-

tained the Elementary 
students with a magic 
show centered around 
reading. Each year, for 
the last 15 years, the   
Atlantic City native visits 
the elementary center and 
performs 2 assemblies the 
day before Thanksgiving. 
Joe tells the students 
about a particular book 
he’s read, then performs a 
magic trick based on a 
theme or object from each 
story he features. He has 
3 different shows that he 
rotates each time he    
visits, so the assemblies 
are memorable, but not 
repetitive. He features 
popular books like Harry Potter, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, The 
Chocolate Touch, and the Origami Yoda. Joe also includes  

audience members to be his assistance. This year he         
performed magic about  fire-breathing dragons from 

the Wings of Fire book series! How cool is that?  

Author Visits Elementary 

On Tuesday, November 13th author/illustrator    
Lindsay Barrett George visited the Elementary   
Center and talked to our students about her books 
and drawings.  She had slides from her Northeast-
ern Pennsylvania neighborhood that she uses as 
material for both stories and illustrating. She then 
instructed the audience how to create a brief story 
using 6 comic panels on a sheet of paper. At the 
end of each program, students were given time to 
ask questions 
about her 
work. In addi-
tion to holding 
2  assemblies, 
Ms. George 
autographed 
books and 
visited with 
kindergarten 
and 2nd grade 
classes. She 
is best known 
for a book series called “Who’s been here?”  She 
also wrote and illustrated “That Pup”, “Maggie’s Ball” 
and “William and Boomer”. Her visit was made      

possible in cooperation with the Eagle Foundation 
of Blue Mountain.  
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The middle school gifted 
program, under the direc-
tion of Mrs. Horbal, has 
been very busy so far this 
year!  Students began the 
year by working on a 
hearaldry competition for 
the PA Renaissance 
Faire. They were asked to 
create a shield represent-
ing aspects of their 
school. Our students took 
first place in their age 
bracket in the competi-
tion! Currently, students 
are working toward the 
Philadelphia Zoo’s Unless 
Contest, working on how 
we can conserve water at 
our school. They will be 
working on STEM activi-
ties and going to the IU’s 
Maker Space in the new 
year.  See pictures below. 

The middle school’s ACHIEVE after school program has been very 
busy this year!  We have been having a lot of fun!  Among some of 
our activities students and parents participated in are: Schuylkill 
County Jeopardy with the Schuylkill County Historical Society;   
STEM Saturday at Penn State Schuylkill where students learned the 
importance of proper hand washing and looked at “germs” that they 
spread under black lights. In December, students participated in our 
second annual “Cookies and Canvas” with their families. We are   
having a blast spending time after school! 

 

Below, from l to r: Melody Carsey, 
Reagan Mitchell, Teagan Wehr, Lillian 
Edling, Hailey Keppley, Audrey 
Hutchinson and Karlee Feger. 
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The Middle School Student Council began the school year by having a field trip to the Ali Camp in               
Orwigsburg. They participated in team building activities, learned about Muhammed Ali and his camp, and 
had their first formal meeting.  

Our 2019 mini-THON® Kick Off Assembly took place on September 29, 2018.  Our guest speaker this year 
was Gail Fresetta from Four Diamonds.  Our fundraising goal this year is $10,000.00. So far our students 
have sold snow cones and milk shakes after school, had a movie and a treat, sold Yankee candles, and we 
had 16 teams participate in our first ever Turkey Trivia!  As a school, we have raised over $1,000.00 for Four          
Diamonds so far. 

Student Council also sponsored Spirit Week and our annual door decorating contest. Mrs. Hink’s seventh 
grade homeroom came in first place for their fabulous door!  

Prizes were purchased by 
the Student Council and  
given to students who 
chose to participate in our 
Red Ribbon Week.         
Students who wore red on 
Red Day made a giant red 
bow on the football field. 

Our annual canned food 
drive ran from November 
19th until December 7th.   
We collected a total of 
1,551 non-perishable food 
items.  All donations will 
go directly to the Schuylkill 
Haven Food Pantry.  The winning homeroom was Mrs.  Mueller’s fifth grade homeroom. They collected 348 
items and won a pizza party. We are looking forward to another year of giving to our community as we collect 
both canned food items and donations towards our mini-TON®! 

 

HIGH SCHOOL BOOK CLUB’S SPOOKY SEMESTER! 
Book Club had an eventful Fall 2018 semester, reading the historical fiction novel How to Hang a Witch by 

Adriana Mather.  Mather is a direct 
descendant of Cotton Mather of the 
Salem Witch Trials.  Students in 
Mrs. Masinick’s Book Club contact-
ed Ms. Mather and videoed her as 
she answered student questions 
regarding the book and authorship. 
Next semester Book Club hopes to 
work with a local author and go on a 
field trip.  

Book Club members pose with their novels 
and the author, Adriana Mather. Students 
pictured are: A’Jai Vega, Dan Matz, Angel 
Mengel, Avaree Hess, Paige Matz,    
McKenzie Schaner. 
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NATIONAL HONOR SOCIETY INDUCTION 

Congratulations to the newest members of the Schuylkill Haven High School National Honor Society, 
inducted October 26.   Front Row (L to R): Cheyann Johnson, Kiara Grickis, Hannah Gilbert, Delaney 
George, Anastasia Garvey, Sophia Bates, & Caleb Hudson. Back Row (L to R): Mr. Horoschak - 
Principal, Stephanie Zolynski, Ty Welsh, Hannah Webb, Emily Sausser, Kathryn Muth, William    

Minnig, Courtney Lundervold, 
Ryan Koch, and Mr. Grabusky 
- NHS advisor. 

Congratulations to the NHS for 
sponsoring two successful blood 
drives this school year.  They   
donated 34 pints of blood to the 

American Red Cross.  Thank you 
to Plain ’n Fancy Donuts for 
always donating donuts to our 
student volunteers!! 

 

HOMECOMING 2018 

2018 Homecoming Court pictured left to right: Felicia Clark, Desiree Rossi, Queen Sierra Miller, 
Princess Abby Mills, Lexi Straub, Kyla Umbenhaur, Logan Dougherty. 

Junior Avaree Hess will represent Schuylkill Haven in the 2018 Greater 
Pottsville Winter Carnival Snowflake Princess Competition.  Winter    

Carnival has been a proud Schuylkill County tradition for over fifty 
years.  Contestants develop lasting friendships and are given the            

opportunity to speak and express themselves in front of an audience.  The 
experience helps young women develop poise and confidence and walk 

away with a unique and exciting experience. 

Kyle Schaeffer has been chosen by 
faculty and students as the recipient 
of the local Daughters of the Ameri-

can Revolution award.  Kyle has 
demonstrated the quality of good  
citizenship through dependability, 
service, leadership and patriotism. 
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This Season the Hurricane Marching Band’s field 
show highlighted hit songs from the musical Little 
Shop of Horrors. Aside from performing at football 
games, the band has traveled to several different 
schools to compete in the Tournament of Bands 
competitions. The band started off the season 
with a Bronze rating and ended their regular    
season at Chapter Championships with an overall 

rating of Gold!        CONGRATULATIONS! 

 
 

PPL Foundation awards 25 grants annually to 

empower educators who spark their students’ 

imaginations. The PPL Empowering Educators 

program is designed to help K-12 teachers     

provide hands-on learning opportunities to     

enhance the classroom experience and spark   

students’ interest in science, technology,        

engineering and math (STEM).  Twenty-five 

teachers in schools in eastern and central     

Pennsylvania were selected to receive $1,000 

each as recipients of 2018 Empowering          

Educators grants from PPL Foundation.  Kaye 

Schwenk was selected as a recipient and will 

be utilizing the grant to further enhance and  

support the implementation of the PA Fish and 

Boat Commission’s Trout in the Classroom   

Program, which fosters student awareness of 

coldwater conservation and encourages          

participation in coldwater resource projects and 

recreation programs. 

SCHUYLKILL STREET ART CONTEST 

 
Brianna Whalen took 1

st
 place in Schuylkill County and 

Ian Tokarick took 3
rd

 place, in the Schuylkill Street Art 
Contest, sponsored by the Schuylkill Action Network 
(SAN) and the Partnership for the Delaware Estu-
ary.  Their entries were submitted by Kaye Schwenk,   
Biology Teacher.  The Schuylkill Action Network is a    
collaboration of organizations that work together to 
achieve a shared vision of clean water and a healthy   
environment for the Schuylkill River and its tributaries. 
The Partnership for the Delaware Estuary, a National  
Estuary Program, leads science-based and collaborative 
efforts to improve the tidal Delaware River and Bay, which 
spans Delaware, New Jersey, and Pennsylvania.  Stu-
dents in grades 6-12 who attend public, private, or home 
school within Berks, Chester, Montgomery, or Schuylkill 
Counties could enter.  They had to create an original 
drawing, incorporating a storm drain in their artwork, 
showing how we can all make the environment cleaner.  

They received their congratulations at the end of the 
school year from Virginia Vassalotti, SAN Coordina-
tor.  Brianna received an award certificate and $100 gift 
card, and Ian received an award certificate and a $50 gift 
card.  Additionally, earlier this fall, Brianna’s art work was 
installed on the sidewalk adjacent to the football field and 
around a storm drain.   

(Pictured are Brianna Whalen with Abby Sausser, who assisted 
Brianna with the art installation.) 
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Hurricane Heroes (High School PBIS program) hosted Schuylkill    
Haven’s First Annual Trunk or Treat.  The idea was to give students a 
safe environment to trick or treat. With the help of the administration, 
staff, students and the community. Schuylkill Haven’s Trunk or Treat 
was a HUGE success.   

Our high school students and clubs worked very hard collecting candy 
donations, gathering sponsors, and obtaining trunks for the event.  They 
spent hours designing, creating and setting up their club trunks.         
Students volunteered their own time to set up, hand out candy, and 
clean-up on the night of Trunk or Treat.  

Many local businesses and community members  showed their support 
in the Trunk or Treat by setting up a trunk, making a donation, setting up 
and playing music and even taking pictures of the families that attended.  

Hurricane Heroes wants to thank ALL the clubs, school organizations, local businesses, and community mem-
bers that made the First Annual Trunk or Treat such a HUGE success. Watching the smiles on the faces of 
over 600 children that night would not have been possible without everyone who was involved. We 
look forward to holding this event every year and it becoming bigger and better!! 

Awards were given to the following trunks: 

Most original- Biology Club     Most Colorful- Youth Summit        Funniest- 3rd Grade Emoji 

(Surprise award) Halloweeniest- Title I         Most School Spirit- EC PBIS      

OVERALL WINNER (picked by the Trunk or Treaters)- 3rd Grade Emoji Car  
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HONORING OUR VETERANS 

On Veteran’s Day, each building in our school district honored our local veterans.  We appreciate all of the 

Veterans who have sacrificed for the freedoms that we enjoy every day!   

The Elementary Center invited nearly 70 local Veterans from each branch 
of the military to our annual assembly to be recognized for their              
service.  Each grade level and our Little Hurricanes performed for our 
guests through songs, readings, and poems.  3rd grade student, Eli Rugh, 
shared a special poem he had written for his parents.  His father Chief   
Warrant Officer Rugh is currently stationed in Kuwait.  We also honored 
George Jackson Jr. (pictured), a 94 year old WWII veteran with an Ameri-
can flag that was ceremoniously folded by veterans Mark Burlile and John 
Russell, and presented to Mr. Jackson by Colonel Howard “Chip” Hall. 

At the Middle School,  
Marine Colonel Howard “Chip” Hall was the guest speaker. 
Colonel Hall is a 1988 graduate of SHAHS and is currently 
stationed in Quantico as the commander of the weapons 
battalion. A few students, who have their families            
deployed, spoke about the hardships of deployment and 
others read poems. These students also worked on a     
soldier art instillation.  Colonel Hall and Mrs. Reiley, the  
emcee for the assembly, laid a wreath while the chorus 
sang Taps. The chorus and the band did a few numbers in 
honor of the veterans. The middle school students adorned 
the auditorium with signs for our veterans and in             

observance of the 100thanniversary of Veterans Day. Each veteran received a handmade card thanking them 
for their service. There were 40 veterans present for the assembly, ranging from WWII veteran, George  
Jackson, to Korea to Vietnam to Desert Shield to present day Iraq and Afghanistan. Members of the local 
American legion Post 38 also attended.  Thank you to CW3 Troy Adams for the flag (pictured) that flew over 
the Joint Training Center in Al-Zarqa in Jordan and is dedicated to the Schuylkill Haven Middle School. 

The High School invited 45 Veterans to our annual Veterans Day assembly. The ceremonies started with an outdoor 
gathering on Rotary Field, featuring the National Anthem, the Pledge of Allegiance, 21 Gun Salute and Taps.  Members 
of the SHHS Veterans Committee escorted the Veterans to the auditorium for the assembly featuring SHHS alumni 
Colonel "Chip" Hall as the guest speaker.  Student speakers included Ethan Mikos, Lindsey Petrie, Desiree Rossi, Billy 
Minning, Abby Mills, Jenna Sitcosky, Lexi Straub, Mackenzie Werez, and Kyle Schaeffer. The Veterans were treated to 
a special and moving dance performed and choreographed by Jenna Sitcosky.  Breakfast was served by the Veterans 
Committee and cafeteria staff followed by a tour of the Hall of Honor and a visit to Mrs. Ulsh's Classroom for a           
discussion with the students. 

GUIDANCE NEWS…. 

Sophomore Paige Matz will serve as SHAHS’s Hugh O’Brian Youth 
program (HOBY) representative at Shippensburg University of 
PA in May 2019. HOBY’s mission is to inspire and develop our global    
community of youth and volunteers to a life dedicated to leadership, 
service, and innovation.  HOBY provides students, for whom most 
are selected by their schools, to participate in a unique leadership 
training, service-learning, and motivation-building experiences        
beginning a lifelong dedication to improving the lives of others. Due to 
the selfless efforts of volunteers and the contributions of generous  
donors, more than 10,000 students participate in HOBY programs  
annually. Congratulations Paige! 

The Schuylkill Haven Community 
Action Team, in partnership with 
Schuylkill Haven students, school 
personnel, community members 
and officials, will strive towards the 
prevention of the use of drugs and 
alcohol by our students and young 
adults within the Schuylkill Haven 
community.  

If you are interested in joining our 
team, please attend the next meeting 

on January 9
th
 in the High School    

library from 5:00 – 6:00 PM. 
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MR. JULIAN OFFICIATES 2018 SENIOR WORLD WRESTLING CHAMPIONSHIPS 
Story written by Sam Julian, SHASD Teacher 

I recently represented our school district and USA wrestling at the 2018 Senior World Wrestling Championships in 
Budapest, Hungary. I’ve been blessed along the way to travel to 22 different countries because of wrestling. It was 
a requirement to maintain my category for possible selection to the Tokyo Olympics in 2020. Currently we have 4 
American officials at this level and an instructor that sits on the UWW referee commission. Since my participation as 
an official in the 2016 Rio Olympics, I have a drive to continue my dream! As I tell my students, “if you can dream it, 
you can do it!” 

The Hungarian Federation treated us like rock stars and it was one of the best events I ever attended. Upon        
completion of the rules clinic, we boarded a bus and were heading to 
the Szechenyi Spas. These outdoor mineral baths and spas were    
incredible! They also had indoor saunas and  other mineral baths as 
part of this huge complex. We were also invited to the opening cere-
monies on one night which illustrated the great history of our 
sport and attended the Hall of Fame  ceremony on a different night. It 
was nice to see two Americans get inducted based on their amazing 
accomplishments. We   followed some dinner traditions that were start-
ed by the American officials that came before us at this level. One 
night we had sushi with the Japanese officials and shared many 
laughs. They are such a great group of referees and most importantly 
friends. On a different night we shared  dinner with our Italian friends. 
This dinner was spectacular as the restaurant sat right next to the 
Danube River, which separates Buda and Pest. I highly recommend 
this Spoon on the Boat restaurant for anyone that travels to Hungary. 
The federation also took all of the referees to dinner for a medieval 
reenactment. Sir Lancelot was incredible. I was even volunteered 

to take part as “Sir Sammy the Brave”. We were granted a day off 
and I got to spend some time sightseeing with one of my best friends, 
Casey Goessl from Wisconsin. His wife was able to come on this trip 
as well and we were all able to take great pictures and tour a      
beautiful city. I was very impressed with the architecture of the    
buildings and the shape the buildings are still in today. The closing 
ceremonies wrapped up a great experience for all of us. United World 
Wrestling praised the efforts and integrity of all the officials and it was 
a great buffet style meal.  

Now I would like to talk about my experience in the arena as an official. 
I was selected to serve as one of 12 mat chairman out of 60 referees for 

the event. This is an honor as you help to lead your particular mat and make sure the bouts are officiated correctly under 
the rules. My fellow mat chairman colleagues on Mat A were from Italy and Finland. I  participated in about 90 matches 
over the course of the competition, mostly as mat chairman but also as the referee or judge. In Freestyle and Greco-
Roman wrestling each match requires 3 officials, this is something very different from high school wrestling that more of 
you may be used to. There are world medals on the line, so it is very important for all of the referees to stay focused and 
fresh. There were approximately 100 countries that competed and close to 1,000 wrestlers across the different disciplines. 
It is truly an amazing feeling when one of the American wrestlers wins a gold medal and we get to hear our national       
anthem played overseas! Our women’s freestyle team finished in 
third place behind Japan and China and our men’s freestyle team 
finished in second place behind Russia. USA wrestling set a record 
this year by compiling 36 different world medals, not just from this 
world championship but the other age groups as well.  

I sincerely appreciate the continued support and I’m very proud to 
be a member of the Schuylkill Haven Hurricane faculty! Thank you all 
and I look forward to sharing more stories of my experiences soon. I 
would also love to try to find ways to incorporate my travels into my 
classroom or for others around the school district. 

 

After clinic with friends from Czech Republic, 

France, Japan and Puerto Rico.  Mr. Julian is     

pictured second from left. 

Pictured is the Szechnyi Outdoor Spa 

A View of the Danube River at night 
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Youth Summit is a community outreach program made up of high school students from 8th to 12th grade.  

These students focus on various community projects and activities in the hopes of making a difference in the 

lives of others. Youth Summit students understand the importance of cooperation and teamwork in order to 

be successful. Youth Summit have a monthly meeting at the Pottsville Salvation Army run by Schuylkill     

Vision.  This meeting is attended by other school districts in the county, and students get a chance to hear 

various speakers and have discussions on important topics in their individual communities.   

In previous years, the Youth Summit has raised funds 

and donations for Ronald McDonald House Charities and 

Schuylkill Women in Crisis (SWIC).  They have also built a 

school garden in which to grow vegetables, herbs, and      

flowers.  This garden has been a great learning experience for 

various classrooms, and Special Education Life Skills classes, 

who help maintain the garden in the summer.   

 This year, the Youth Summit and High School Hurricane 

Heroes Club hosted the 1st annual Schuylkill Haven Trunk or 

Treat.  Students worked together to collect candy donations, 

gather sponsors, and obtain trunks for the event.  They spent 

hours designing, creating, and setting up their club trunks.      

Students volunteered their own time to set up, hand out candy, 

and clean-up on the night of Trunk or Treat.  The students had so 

much fun and are looking forward to next year.   

Youth Summit students also helped collect coats and  

luggage for Schuylkill Women in Crisis (SWIC), and they are 

hosting the Hunger Games Assembly in December to raise funds 

for Ronald McDonald House Charities.  The hope is to spend a 

day at the Ronald McDonald House and deliver their donation in 

person.  These are only a few of the items Youth Summit has 

planned at the moment, and are always coming up with new and 

innovative ideas to help others.  It is encouraging to see today’s youth volunteering their time and energy to 

make such a difference in the lives of others.  Keep up the great work!   

Costa Rica Trip Fundraiser:  
Chinese Auction  

The 40 students traveling with Mrs. Gilley to 
Costa Rica in June 2019 have been working 
hard to raise funds to pay for their 9-day trip! 
On Saturday, May 4

th
 2019 from 10-4pm, there 

will be a Chinese Auction at the Rainbow Hose 
Fire Company #1 on Dock Street in Schuylkill 
Haven to help these students pay for their trip. 
There will be over 100 prizes! Please come out 
and support our students!   

Any basket donations or monetary donations 
should be given to a student going on the trip 

or Mrs. Gilley in the High School.  

Student Council Coffee Shop, The Canes Café  
Student Council’s Coffee Shop is certainly booming! Making about 
$100 per week, the Canes Café has implemented a fun and trendy 
“Drink of the Month” and Canes Café punch cards rewarding free 
beverages and baked goods! Student Council students arrive by 
7am to set-up, open, and run the coffee shop each day!  



 

 22 

 

Schuylkill Haven Area School District — Annual Public Notice of Special Education  

Programs and Services and Gifted Education Programs 

The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is required by the Individuals with Disabilities Education   
Improvement Act of 2004 (“IDEA”) to provide a free, appropriate, public education (“FAPE”) to “children 
with disabilities.” Pursuant to the IDEA, students are considered to be children with disabilities if they 
need special education and related services and have one or more of the following physical or mental 
disabilities: 

● Autism ● Orthopedic Impairment ● Deaf-Blindness ● Other Health Impairment ● Emotional Disturbance ● Specific 
Learning Disability ● Hearing Impairment including Deafness ● Speech or Language Impairment ● Intellectual  

Disability ● Traumatic Brain Injury ● Multiple Disabilities ● Visual Impairment including Blindness 

The IDEA further requires the provision of FAPE to children with disabilities between the age of three 
and the school district’s age of beginners known as “eligible young children.” The Schuylkill Intermediate 
Unit 29 provides early intervention services and programs to eligible young children located within the 
Schuylkill Haven Area District. All children learn and grow at different rates. Children who are develop-
ing more slowly than other children their age may need Early Intervention Services. Delays in the follow-
ing developmental milestones can alert parents to the potential need for Early Intervention Services:  
Physical Development (ability to move, see, and hear), Language Development (ability to talk or     
express needs), Social and Emotional Development (ability to relate to others) , Self-Help Development 
(ability to eat, dress, and take care of themselves), Cognitive Development (ability to think and learn).  
Parents who feel their young child may not be reaching developmental milestones should contact the 
Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 for the purpose of screening, evaluation and appropriate program and 
services if necessary. Eligible young children are afforded the same rights as school age children. 

Services For Protected Handicapped Students  
The Schuylkill Haven Area School District must provide services to and may not discriminate against 
“protected handicapped students” in accordance with Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. A protected 
handicapped student is a student who has a physical or mental impairment, which substantially limits 
one or more major life activities, has a record of such impairment or is regarded as having such impair-
ment. Protected handicapped students may qualify for special services to ensure equal opportunity to 
participate in the school program and extracurricular activities to the maximum extent appropriate for the 
individual student. 

Gifted Education  

In Pennsylvania, school age students qualify to receive specially designed instruction when they have 
been identified as “mentally gifted.” A student is mentally gifted when he or she has outstanding intellec-
tual and creative ability that requires specially designed programs or support services not ordinarily 
provided in the regular education program. The Schuylkill Haven Area School District will determine 
whether a student is mentally gifted based upon multiple criteria, including I.Q. The determination of 
gifted ability will not be based on I.Q. score alone. 

Screening And Evaluation  

If you believe that your child may be eligible for special education and related services, or gifted educa-
tion, screening and evaluation services designed to assess the needs of your child and his/her eligibility 
are available to you at no cost. The special education evaluation will determine if your child qualifies for 
special education services.  The special education programs include a full continuum of services to the 
students in both district-operated classes as well as classes provided by the Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 
29.  The district makes every effort to provide these services in the least restrictive environment.  You 
may request a screening and evaluation at any time, whether or not your child is enrolled in the district’s 
public school program.  Requests for screenings and evaluations can be made by contacting your 
child’s guidance counselor or your child’s building principal.  All requests will be kept confidential.  If you 
believe that your child may qualify for services as an eligible young child, you may contact the Schuylkill 
Intermediate Unit 29 directly.  The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is committed to providing a 
continuum of services and programs to all children with special needs that provides the opportunity to 
access the general curriculum of the district in the least restrictive environment. Related services,    
including psychological services, are at no cost to the parents. 

Contact Information     

Schuylkill Haven Area School District  (570) 385-6726  Mr. Ken Rossi, Director of Special Education  

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center (570) 385-6731  

Mr. Joseph Dellouso, Principal    ●   Mrs. Amy Ketner, Guidance Counselor 

Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School  (570) 385-6709  

Mr. Matthew Buletza, Principal   ●   Mr. Joseph Schoffstall, Guidance Counselor 

Schuylkill Haven Area High School (570) 385-6717  

Mr. Matthew Horoschak,  Principal   ●    Mr. Dennis Siket, Assistant Principal 

Mr. Isaac Davis, Guidance Counselor    ●   Ms. Mikki McGinty, Guidance Counselor 

Schuylkill Intermediate Unit 29 (570) 544-9131  Director of Preschool Programs 

    

DISTRICT OFFICE                            
501 E. Main Street                    
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972-1300 

Shawn  Fitzpatrick, Superintendent         
Kimberly Umphrey, Business Manager 
(570) 385-6705 *  Fax (570) 385-6736 

Ken Rossi, Director of Special Education 
Susan E. Morgan, Director of Curriculum, 
Instruction and Technology                          
(570) 385-6726 

DISTRICT SCHOOLS      

Schuylkill Haven Area High School              
501 E. Main Street                                
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972                    
Matthew Horoschak, Principal                            
Dennis Siket, Assistant Principal             
(570) 385-6717 

Schuylkill Haven Area Middle School     
120 Haven Street                                
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972                    
Matthew Buletza, Principal                           
(570) 385-6709 

Schuylkill Haven Area Elementary Center 
701 E. Main Street                                 
Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972                    
Joseph Delluso, Principal                      
(570) 385-6731 

BOARD MEMBERS                                
Scott R. Jacoby, President                     
Diane M. McGoey, Vice President              
Eric R. Felty, Secretary                           
Jennifer A. Stoyer, Assistant Secretary    
Kimberly A. Umphrey, Treasurer            
Sandy Hess                                              
Crystal McGarry                                        
Melissa Strauch                                         
Rebecca Ulsh                                              
Donald “Bud” Runkle 

SEATED ON THE BOARD                      
Shawn Fitzpatrick, Superintendent of Schools      
Jane M. Gordon, Recording Secretary 

MONTHLY BOARD MEETING              
Monthly board meetings are held the     
second Wednesday at 6 p.m. in the Hale 
Board Room located in the district office. 

DISTRICT NEWSLETTER                            
The District Newsletter is published in the 
fall/winter and spring.                              
Wendy Fabrizio, District Office               
fabriziow@shasd.org 

The Schuylkill Haven Area School District is an 

equal opportunity educational institution that does 

not discriminate on the basis of race, color, creed, 

religion, national origin, ancestry, gender, sexual 

orientation, handicap/disability, or age in its pro-

grams and activities.  The following person has 

been designated to handle inquires regarding the 

nondiscrimination policies:  Susan Morgan, 

Schuylkill Haven Area School District, 501 East 

Main Street, Schuylkill Haven, PA 17972          

(570)385-6726 
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             MARK YOUR CALENDAR 
2018 

Dec 21            Student Early Dismissal 1 pm 

Dec 22—Jan 1 Winter Holiday Recess 

2019 
Jan 18-20         High School Drama Production “The Tragedy of Romeo & Juliet”               

              Zwerling Auditorium—Friday and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm 

Jan 21            Snow Make-up Day from November 16 

Feb 18          School Closed (Tentative) 

Feb 21     First Grade Concert 

Mar 1      Middle School Mini-THON 

Mar 22         Student Early Dismissal 12 pm 

Mar 29-30    PTO Basket Raffle 

April 12-14    High School Musical Production “West Side Story” - Zwerling Auditorium      

       Friday and Saturday at 7 pm and Sunday at 3 pm 

April 18-23    Spring Holiday Recess (Tentative) 

May 4     Chinese Auction : Costa Rica Trip Fundraiser  

                          Rainbow Hose Fire Company from 10 am to 4 pm 

May 4 & 7         Elementary Art Expo 

May 7               Third and Fourth Grade, Little Hurricanes and Fourth Grade Band Concert 

May 9               HS Spring Concert 7 pm 

May 16             MS Spring Concert 7 pm 

May 27     School Closed—Memorial Day 

May 29     Student Early Dismissal 1 pm 

May 30     Last Day of School—Student Early Dismissal 10:30 am 

                  Graduation Ceremony at Rotary Field @ 7:30 pm 

The 2019 Middle School Yearbook will be on sale from late 
December through March!  Yearbooks are all hard cover 
and the cost is $25 each.  Look for an order form to be sent 
home December!  Orders can be submitted through      
yearbookordercenter.com (Job #13380) or by returning 
cash/check to Mrs. Schock. 

The 97th volume of BLUE AND GOLD YEARBOOK  is 

on sale now by pre-order only.  The books will not be 

available for sale upon delivery. Visit www.balfour.com 

and type in the school’s name to order your yearbook 

today or pick up an order form in the high school office. 

 

http://www.balfour.com/

